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Hive body
8 to 10 parallel frames

Frame
Houses a 

vertical plate of 
honeycomb

Honeycomb 
contains the 

eggs, larvae, 
pupae, and 
food for the 

colony

Brood nest
Roughly ovoid ball 
spanning 5 to 8 frames 
of comb

The two outside combs on each 
side tend to be exclusively used 
for long term honey and pollen 
storage

A domesticated bee colony is 
normally housed in a rectangular 
hive body. The brood nest is 
contained within.

The Brood 
Nest

Bee icon: Adobe Stock by aksol. 

https://stock.adobe.com/contributor/205811400/aksol?load_type=author&prev_url=detail


Within the 
Brood Nest

Brood nest
Central disk of eggs, 
larvae, and sealed 
brood cells that may 
extend almost to the 
frame edges

Pollen
Protein-rich food for 
developing larvae

Located in an arch of 
pollen-filled cells just 
above the brood nest

Honey
Energy-rich food for 
developing larvae

Located in an arch of 
honey-filled cells 
above the pollen that 
extends to the frame 
top

The nurse bees that care for the 
developing brood secrete a 
special food called “royal jelly” 
after feeding themselves on 
honey and pollen.

The amount of royal jelly fed to a 
larva determines whether it 
develops into a worker bee or a 
queen. Frame
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Supers for 
Storage
The “supers” above the brood box 
enable the beekeeper to remove 
surplus honey harvest without 
damaging the bee colony below.

If all the honey is taken, the 
beekeeper must replace the 
stores by feeding the bees sugar 
or corn syrup in autumn.

Supers
Separate boxes 
above the brood box 
in which a series of 
shallower combs is 
provided for honey 
storage

STRU
CTU

RE O
F A

 BEE CO
LO

N
Y

Bee icon: Adobe Stock by aksol. 

https://stock.adobe.com/contributor/205811400/aksol?load_type=author&prev_url=detail

